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Abstract: The objective of this article is to analyze the formation and historical 

development of state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan and 

to identify its main stages and outcomes. The study applies historical research methods, 

including chronological, comparative, and contextual analysis, treating state policy as a 

dynamic historical process shaped by institutional change and evolving social needs. The 

findings demonstrate that state support for women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan 

has developed gradually. During the Soviet period, women’s economic activity was 

limited and largely regulated within centralized economic structures. In the post-

independence period, state policy became more structured and institutionalized, 

introducing legal, financial, and organizational mechanisms aimed at encouraging 

women’s participation in entrepreneurial activity. These policies contributed to increased 

involvement of women in small-scale business, particularly in family-based enterprises 

and service-oriented sectors, and helped expand employment opportunities in the region. 

Despite these positive developments, women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan 

remains predominantly concentrated at the micro-enterprise level. This indicates the 

persistence of institutional, economic, and social constraints that limit business growth 

and diversification.The article concludes that state policy supporting women’s 

entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan represents a consistent historical process oriented 

toward social stability and regional development. The historical perspective underscores 

the importance of adapting state policy instruments to specific regional conditions in 

order to improve their long-term effectiveness. 
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Introduction 

The late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries represent a period of profound 

transformation in world history, marked by the transition to market-based economies, the 

reconfiguration of the state’s role in socio-economic processes, and a renewed emphasis on 

human capital as a key factor of development. During this period, economic growth 

increasingly came to be evaluated not only through industrial and financial indicators, but 

also through the extent to which socially active groups were integrated into economic life. 

Within this context, women’s participation in entrepreneurship has emerged as a significant 

historical indicator of the social effectiveness of state policy. 

From the perspective of social and economic history, entrepreneurship is closely 

linked to state policy and the institutional environment. Scholars of institutional economic 

history emphasize that entrepreneurial activity does not develop in isolation, but is shaped 
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by legal norms, administrative structures, and state-led reforms. In this regard, the works 

of Douglass North highlight that the support of economically active groups constitutes a 

long-term historical function of the state, as economic behavior reflects the evolution of 

political and institutional systems. This theoretical approach makes it possible to 

conceptualize women’s entrepreneurship as an integral element of state policy development 

rather than as a purely market-driven phenomenon. 

In the Republic of Karakalpakstan, the issue of supporting women’s entrepreneurship 

acquires particular historical and social significance. The region’s socio-economic 

conditions—formed under the prolonged impact of the Aral Sea ecological crisis—

combined with labor market limitations and employment challenges, have made state 

intervention in women’s economic activity especially necessary. As a result, policies aimed 

at supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan have emerged not merely as an 

outcome of market reforms, but as a historically conditioned response to regional 

vulnerabilities and the need to maintain social stability. 

In historical scholarship, women’s entrepreneurship is commonly examined within 

the broader framework of socio-economic transformation, state policy evolution, and 

changing labor relations. Global historiography interprets this issue as a means of 

understanding how state strategies toward social groups, particularly women, have been 

shaped during modernization processes. From this viewpoint, women’s entrepreneurship 

reflects not only economic adaptation, but also shifts in state–society relations over time. 

Within socio-economic history, Eric Hobsbawm underscored the importance of 

involving social groups as active participants in economic reform, arguing that such 

inclusion is a key condition for long-term social stability. This perspective allows women’s 

entrepreneurship to be analyzed not solely as an economic activity, but also as a mechanism 

of social integration. Similarly, institutional approaches stress that entrepreneurship 

develops in accordance with the regulatory and policy frameworks established by the state, 

reinforcing the idea that women’s entrepreneurial activity represents a historical outcome 

of policy choices rather than an isolated social trend. 

In the context of the CIS, women’s economic activity has been widely studied in 

relation to post-Soviet transformation processes. Research on the transition to market 

economies indicates that while new opportunities emerged for various social groups, 

including women, these changes were accompanied by new social and economic risks. This 

analytical framework is particularly relevant for Karakalpakstan, where policies supporting 

women’s entrepreneurship must be understood in conjunction with social protection 

mechanisms and regional development strategies. 

Uzbek historiography has also addressed women’s issues in close connection with 

socio-economic development and state policy. Studies of the independence period 

emphasize that social policy reforms have played a crucial role in maintaining societal 

stability and fostering inclusive development. Research on the socio-economic history of 

Karakalpakstan, in particular, highlights the region’s ecological and demographic 

characteristics as key factors shaping policy priorities. Local historical studies demonstrate 

that initiatives supporting women’s entrepreneurship have been formulated in close 

alignment with regional realities rather than as abstract policy models. 
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At the same time, historical and analytical reports produced by international 

organizations assess support for women’s entrepreneurship as an effective instrument for 

enhancing the socio-economic performance of state policy. These materials enable scholars 

to connect long-term historical processes with contemporary empirical evidence. 

Overall, the analysis of global, CIS, and Uzbek historiography indicates that state 

policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan should be understood not 

as a collection of isolated decisions, but as the historical outcome of sustained socio-

economic transformation, shaped by institutional development, regional challenges, and 

evolving state priorities. 

 

Methodology 

This study was conducted on the basis of methodological approaches characteristic of 

historical research. The primary focus was on analyzing the formation, developmental 

stages, and evolutionary features of state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship in 

Karakalpakstan as a historical process. In this study, women’s entrepreneurship is 

interpreted not as an economic condition or a set of statistical indicators, but as a historical 

phenomenon closely connected with state policy, social relations, and institutional 

transformations. 

The methodological framework of the research is grounded in approaches drawn from 

social history and economic history. Within the perspective of social history, women’s 

economic activity was analyzed in relation to the evolution of the division of labor, social 

roles, and state–society relations. The economic history approach made it possible to 

examine entrepreneurial activity as the outcome of a legal and institutional environment 

shaped by the state. 

The study employed several core historical methods. 

First, the chronological method was used to divide the development of state policy 

supporting women’s entrepreneurship into distinct historical stages. In particular, the 

legacy of the Soviet period, the early years of independence, and subsequent phases of 

institutional reform were analyzed separately. This approach made it possible to identify 

elements of continuity and points of rupture in state policy. 

Second, the comparative-historical method was applied to compare processes in 

Karakalpakstan with experiences of supporting women’s entrepreneurship in global and 

CIS countries. This method facilitated the identification of national and regional specificities 

of state policy, as well as common trends and distinctive features. 

Third, the problem-oriented analytical method was used to examine existing 

challenges and limitations in state policy through the lens of historical cause-and-effect 

relationships. The aim of this analysis was not to criticize policy outcomes, but to identify 

objective historical factors that influence the further development of state policy. 

Fourth, a source-based analysis was conducted to select and evaluate research 

materials. The source base included: 

- laws, decrees, and resolutions of the Republic of Uzbekistan related to women and 

entrepreneurship; 

- official state documents and normative legal acts; 
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- scholarly works by global and CIS historians; 

- analytical reports produced by international organizations. 

The selection of sources was guided by criteria of official status, scholarly reliability, 

and relevance for reflecting historical processes. 

In addition, the study employed a contextual analysis, examining state policy 

supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan in relation to the region’s 

ecological, demographic, and socio-economic conditions. This method enabled the analysis 

of state policy not in abstract terms, but within a specific historical time and spatial context. 

Overall, the combination of methodological approaches applied in this study made it 

possible to conceptualize state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship in 

Karakalpakstan as a coherent historical process and to reveal, on a scholarly basis, its 

underlying logic of formation and directions of development. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The results of the study demonstrate that the historical evolution of state policy 

supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan has followed a consistent and 

stage-based trajectory. The first finding indicates that during the Soviet period, women’s 

economic activity was shaped within the framework of the centrally planned economy, in 

which entrepreneurship did not exist as an independent economic institution. Although 

women’s participation in labor was relatively high during this period, their economic 

initiative remained strictly limited by state control. 

The second finding relates to the early years of independence and shows that women’s 

entrepreneurship emerged as a new socio-economic phenomenon during the transition to a 

market economy. In Karakalpakstan, this process developed more slowly than in other 

regions, which can be explained by the region’s ecological conditions, higher 

unemployment, and limited infrastructure. At the same time, it was precisely these 

circumstances that created the need for state-level support aimed at encouraging women’s 

involvement in entrepreneurial activity. 

The third finding is associated with reforms implemented after 2017 and demonstrates 

the institutional consolidation of state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship. In 

Karakalpakstan, women’s participation expanded notably in family-based enterprises, 

microbusinesses, and the service sector. This process represents a practical outcome of state 

policy aimed at transforming women from recipients of social assistance into active 

economic agents. 

At the same time, the results reveal that women’s entrepreneurship remains largely 

concentrated at the micro level. Despite the opportunities created by the state, certain 

historical and institutional constraints continue to limit business expansion, access to 

broader markets, and the achievement of sustainable growth. 

Discussion of these findings requires a comparative analysis with approaches 

developed in global, CIS, and national historiography. In socio-economic history, 

entrepreneurship is commonly examined as being closely linked to the institutional 

environment shaped by the state. As emphasized in the works of Douglass C. North, 

economic activity, including entrepreneurship, is directly connected to the development of 
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legal and administrative institutions. The case of Karakalpakstan likewise demonstrates that 

the growth of women’s entrepreneurship has proceeded in close alignment with 

institutional reforms implemented through state policy. 

From the perspective of global social history, Eric Hobsbawm argued that the inclusion 

of social groups as active participants in economic life is a crucial factor in maintaining 

societal stability during periods of modernization. State policy supporting women’s 

entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan fulfills this function by integrating economic reform 

with the objective of social stability. In this regard, the policy can be considered historically 

grounded and responsive to social needs. 

Comparative analysis with the experience of CIS countries shows that in the post-

Soviet context, women’s entrepreneurship has often developed as a mechanism for 

balancing economic necessity and social protection. Studies of Russia and other post-Soviet 

states emphasize that preserving the state’s role in social policy during the transition to a 

market economy helped mitigate social tensions. In Karakalpakstan, the policy of 

supporting women’s entrepreneurship represents a local manifestation of this broader 

historical trend. 

From a local historical perspective, the policy of promoting women’s entrepreneurship 

in Karakalpakstan has been shaped in close connection with regional characteristics, 

including ecological crisis, demographic pressure, and labor market constraints. These 

factors have strengthened the social dimension of state policy rather than its purely 

economic function. In this sense, support for women’s entrepreneurship may be evaluated 

as a historically conditioned solution aimed at ensuring regional development. 

At the same time, the comparison of research findings with existing literature indicates 

that further improvement of state policy requires moving beyond exclusively financial 

support toward the expansion of educational, advisory, and institutional opportunities. 

International analyses, including materials produced by the World Bank and the United 

Nations Development Programme, emphasize that sustainable development of women’s 

entrepreneurship depends on a comprehensive approach. These conclusions provide an 

important historical and analytical foundation for further refinement of state policy in the 

context of Karakalpakstan. 

Overall, the discussion demonstrates that state policy supporting women’s 

entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan is not a random collection of decisions, but a coherent 

historical process shaped by the interaction of global and post-Soviet experience, local 

historical conditions, and social needs. Scholarly analysis of this process makes it possible 

to formulate both theoretical and practical conclusions aimed at further development and 

enhancement of policy effectiveness. 

 

Conclusion 

This study demonstrates that the state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship 

in Karakalpakstan has evolved as a consistent and stage-based historical process. The results 

of the historical analysis show that this policy has developed from the legacy of the centrally 

planned Soviet economy through post-independence market reforms and subsequent 

institutional transformations. This evolution is not a collection of random decisions, but 
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rather a process shaped by socio-economic needs of society and the state’s strategic 

orientation toward stability. 

The findings confirm that policies supporting women’s entrepreneurship in 

Karakalpakstan have primarily served to ensure social stability and expand employment 

opportunities. Encouraging women’s participation in entrepreneurship represents an 

important outcome of state policy aimed at transforming women from recipients of social 

assistance into active economic actors. This achievement is particularly significant given the 

region’s environmental challenges and socio-economic constraints. 

At the same time, the historical analysis identifies certain limitations of the existing 

policy framework. The concentration of women’s entrepreneurship largely at the micro-

enterprise level, along with limited market infrastructure and institutional capacity, 

highlights the need for further policy improvement. However, these constraints should not 

be interpreted as evidence of policy inefficiency; rather, they indicate the presence of a solid 

historical and scholarly foundation for the next stage of policy development. 

In conclusion, state policy supporting women’s entrepreneurship in Karakalpakstan 

demonstrates a historically positive dynamic, with its evolution closely aligned with global 

and post-Soviet experience. Taking into account historical lessons, regional specificities, and 

institutional factors in future policy development will contribute to enhancing policy 

effectiveness. In this sense, support for women’s entrepreneurship will continue to serve as 

an important historical and strategic factor in the socio-economic development of 

Karakalpakstan. 
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