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Abstract: This article analyzes the impact of educational reforms implemented 

in Uzbekistan during the years of independence on the activities of Karshi State 

University. Based on the laws and decrees adopted in 1992, 1997, and 2020, the 

paper examines the restructuring of faculties, centers, and departments, the 

introduction of a two-tier education system, and the implementation of 

admission through testing. The role of social and humanitarian sciences in the 

educational process of the university is also emphasized. 
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Introduction 

Since Uzbekistan’s independence in 1991, the country’s education system has 

undergone large-scale reforms at all levels. These processes encompassed every region, 

including Kashkadarya, where significant changes were observed in higher education 

institutions. Karshi State University serves as a striking example of how modernization 

policies reshaped the academic and institutional structure of universities during the 

independence period. 

The adoption of the “Law on Education” in 1992 and subsequent reforms in 1997 and 

2020 provided the legal framework for these transformations. As a result, Karshi State 

University witnessed structural reorganizations, the implementation of a two-tier education 

system (bachelor’s and master’s levels), the introduction of test-based admissions, and the 

strengthening of social sciences in its curriculum. This article aims to analyze these reforms 

within a historical and academic framework, drawing on archival sources, official 

documents, and scholarly works. 
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Methodology 

The research is based on a historical-analytical approach. Archival documents from 

the National Archives of Uzbekistan and the Kashkadarya Regional State Archive, official 

legislative acts, and statistical collections formed the primary sources of this study. 

Comparative and systemic analysis methods were applied to evaluate the reforms and their 

implementation at Karshi State University. Additionally, secondary sources such as 

scholarly publications and institutional histories were reviewed to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the subject. 

The legislative basis for the reforms can be found in the decisions of the Supreme 

Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan (1992, 1993), which laid the foundation for higher 

education transformation [1–3]. Archival documents provide valuable insights into the 

structural changes at Karshi State University, such as the reorganization of faculties into 

centers and their later re-establishment as faculties. 

Scholarly works by Yuldashev, Tyurikov, Shagulyamov, Jurakulov, and Sodiqov, 

among others, analyze the broader educational reforms in Uzbekistan and their local impact 

on universities, including Karshi State University. Statistical yearbooks present quantitative 

data on student numbers, faculties, and departments, reflecting the dynamics of growth 

during the 1990s. 

Taken together, these sources reveal that the reforms were not limited to legislative 

changes but extended to institutional restructuring, curriculum modernization, and 

improvements in university infrastructure. 

Result and Discussion 

During the years of independence, as in other regions of Uzbekistan, the education 

system of Kashkadarya province underwent major reforms and modernization at all levels. 

The “Law on Education,” adopted in 1992, 1997, and 2020, served to ensure the consistency 

of these reforms. In particular, significant changes were also introduced in the educational 

system of Kashkadarya region, most vividly seen in the activities of higher education 

institutions. 

The Presidential Decree of February 28, 1992, “On the Establishment of New Higher 

Education Institutions in the Republic of Uzbekistan,” may be considered the starting point 

of higher education reforms in the country. In the same year, alongside pedagogical 

institutes in Andijan, Namangan, Gulistan, Bukhara, and Khorezm, the Karshi State 

Pedagogical Institute was granted the status of a university. This new status created the 

foundation for profound structural and qualitative changes in the life of Karshi State 

University. 

The adoption of the “Law on Education” on July 2, 1992, further contributed to 

improving the sphere. Based on the above-mentioned normative legal documents, the 

activities of Karshi State University were also fundamentally renewed. The Ministry of 

Higher and Secondary Specialized Education developed the “Higher Education Reform” 

program, which was introduced at Karshi State University. From the 1992–1993 academic 
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year, a two-tier higher education system was implemented, allowing students to pursue 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

Furthermore, in line with the decision of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of 

Uzbekistan dated February 5, 1993, “On Admission to Higher Educational Institutions of 

the Republic of Uzbekistan on the Basis of Testing,” admission tests were introduced at 

Karshi State University, as in other universities. Beginning from the 1992–1993 academic 

year, special measures were implemented across faculties in this regard. 

The university, located in the center of Karshi city, covered an area of 31 hectares. Its 

student campus included seven academic buildings, five dormitories designed for 1,800 

residents, and two medical facilities (a sanatorium-prophylactic center and a medical aid 

center). In addition, four canteens served students, and the dormitories had spaces for 

leisure, household services, and spiritual activities. 

During the independence years, reforms in higher education demanded frequent 

structural changes at Karshi State University as well. In 1993, several faculties were 

reorganized into centers. For example, in September 1993, the Physics Department was 

separated from the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics, while the Industrial-Pedagogical 

faculties were merged to establish the Center of Physics and Mathematics. Similarly, the 

Faculty of History was combined with the Faculty of Sociology and Economics to form the 

Center of Social Sciences. The Faculty of Russian Philology and the Faculty of Uzbek 

Philology were merged into the Center of Philology, while the Faculty of Chemistry and 

Biology was reorganized into the Center of Natural Sciences. 

By 1994, Kashkadarya region had one university and one institute of higher 

education— Karshi State University and the Karshi Institute of Engineering and Economics. 

At that time, 7,400 students were enrolled in higher education institutions of the region, the 

majority of them at Karshi State University. In 1994, the university had 3,554 students, and 

by the 1995–1996 academic year, the number had grown to 4,574. In 1995, the university 

operated 48 departments across 28 specialties. During the same academic year, 485 

professors and lecturers were engaged in teaching and training students. 

In subsequent years, structural reforms continued at Karshi State University. The 

centers established in 1993 were reorganized back into faculties by 1996. For instance, the 

Center of Physics and Mathematics was split into the Faculty of Mathematics and the 

Faculty of Physics and Engineering. In 1994, the Faculty of Russian Philology, the Faculty 

of Uzbek Philology, and the Department of Foreign Languages were merged into the Center 

of Philology. Similar reorganizations occurred in other faculties as well. 

The departments of social sciences played an important role in improving the 

educational process at Karshi State University. At that time, 56 professors and lecturers were 

working in the departments of social and humanitarian sciences. To coordinate their 

activities, a Council of Social Sciences Departments was established, consisting of 36 

members. 

The Council, taking into account that hours allocated to social and humanitarian 

subjects should not fall below 35% of total class hours, approved a plan in September 1992 
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to regulate teaching hours for these subjects. According to the plan, 12–12.5% of the total 

five-year curriculum was allocated to social sciences. 

Conclusion 

The years of independence marked a turning point in the development of Karshi 

State University. Reforms in higher education led to the establishment of a two-tier 

education system, the introduction of entrance examinations through testing, and the 

restructuring of faculties and departments. Moreover, the emphasis on social and 

humanitarian sciences highlighted the role of education in fostering both academic and civic 

values. The expansion of student enrollment, growth in the number of departments and 

professors, and improvements in university infrastructure contributed to the strengthening 

of Karshi State University as a key regional educational institution. Thus, the university’s 

development reflects the broader modernization processes of Uzbekistan’s higher education 

system during the independence era. 

References 

Arnold, P.E. (2023). United States. Governance and Public Management, 343-367, ISSN 2524-

728X, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-37645-0_14 

Bader-Zaar, B. (2024). Expanding the Electorate in Habsburg Austria, 1860s-1918: 

(Dis)Integrations of Economic and Educational Qualifications, Gender, and 

"Universal" Suffrage. Suffrage Capital and Welfare Conditional Citizenship in Historical 

Perspective, 59-80, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-69864-4_3 

Bulletin of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan. – Tashkent, 1992. – No. 4. – 

Pp. 60–61. 

Bulletin of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan. – Tashkent, 1993. – No. 6. – 

Pp. 175–176. 

Cao, N.B. (2024). Revamping Higher Education in Vietnam: Obstacles and Remedies. Journal 

of Ecohumanism, 3(4), 1721-1735, ISSN 2752-6798, 

https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i4.3703 

Chen, Y. (2024). Research on the Impact of New Youth Magazine on Modern and 

Contemporary Chinese Women. Espacio Tiempo Y Educacion, 11(2), 266-285, ISSN 

2340-7263, https://doi.org/10.14516/ete.112013 

Dutta, N. (2023). Commissions and Policies in Teacher Education. Teaching and Teacher 

Education in India Perspectives Concerns and Trends, 85-120, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-4985-4_5 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-37645-0_14
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-69864-4_3
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i4.3703
https://doi.org/10.14516/ete.112013
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-4985-4_5


Pubmedia Social Sciences and Humanities  Volume: 3, Number 2, 2025 5 of 6 

 

 

https://digital-science.pubmedia.id/index.php/pssh 

Gweshe, G.T. (2023). Gender-Inclusive Education in Science, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics (STEM) Fields in Postindependence Zimbabwe. Advances in African 

Economic Social and Political Development, 295-310, ISSN 2198-7262, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-31431-5_16 

He, S. (2024). Independence and Interdependence: A Comparative Case Study of 

Individuals From Two Institutions in Mainland China and Hong Kong. European 

Journal of Educational Research, 13(2), 735-746, ISSN 2165-8714, 

https://doi.org/10.12973/eu-jer.13.2.735 

Juraqulov, O. Karshi State University. – Tashkent: Fan, 1999. – Pp. 5–20. 

Kashkadarya Regional State Archive (KRSA), Fund 1, Inventory 4, File 2021, Folios 8–9. 

Kashkadarya Regional State Archive (KRSA), Fund 683, Inventory 1, File 2, Folio 2. 

Kashkadarya Regional State Archive (KRSA), Fund 683, Inventory 1, File 14, Folio 51. 

Kashkadarya Regional State Archive (KRSA), Fund 683, Inventory 1, File 14, Folio 52. 

Lin, L. (2022). China’s Higher Education Policy Change from 211 Project and 985 Project to 

the Double-first-class Plan: Applying Kingdon's Multiple Streams Framework. 

Higher Education Policy, 35(4), 808-832, ISSN 0952-8733, 

https://doi.org/10.1057/s41307-021-00234-0 

Mammadov, E.C. (2024). Historical View of University Libraries in Azerbaijan: ADA 

University Library Case Study. International Information and Library Review, 56(2), 

202-216, ISSN 1057-2317, https://doi.org/10.1080/10572317.2024.2337606 

National Archives of Uzbekistan (NAUz), Fund 2653, Inventory 1, File 6485, Folios 1–8. 

National Archives of Uzbekistan (NAUz), Fund M-130, Inventory 1, File 228, Folio 11. 

Netshivhambe, N.E. (2024). De-neocolonizing the South African Music Education: Selective 

Transformation. De Neocolonizing Africa Harnessing the Digital Frontier, 393-416, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/9783031663048_22 

Obraztsov, I.V. (2024). Sociologist 4.0: Challenges and risks for the professional sociological 

education. Rudn Journal of Sociology, 24(1), 112-124, ISSN 2313-2272, 

https://doi.org/10.22363/2313-2272-2024-24-1-112-124 

Paterson, L. (2023). Scottish education and society since 1945: Democracy and intellect. 

Scottish Education and Society Since 1945 Democracy and Intellect, 1-260 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-31431-5_16
https://doi.org/10.12973/eu-jer.13.2.735
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41307-021-00234-0
https://doi.org/10.1080/10572317.2024.2337606
https://doi.org/10.1007/9783031663048_22
https://doi.org/10.22363/2313-2272-2024-24-1-112-124


Pubmedia Social Sciences and Humanities  Volume: 3, Number 2, 2025 6 of 6 

 

 

https://digital-science.pubmedia.id/index.php/pssh 

Sedochenko, A. (2024). Crisis in higher education-Ukrainian realities. Palgrave Handbook of 

Crisis Leadership in Higher Education, 155-174, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-

54509-2_9 

Sodiqov, T., Rasulov, T., Begmatova, N. [Title of the cited work]. – P. 78. 

Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Uzbekistan – 2004. – Tashkent: State Committee on 

Statistics, 2005. – P. 131. 

Toure, A. (2022). Education in Mali. Education in Africa A Comparative Survey, 188-204, 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003316114-9 

Tyurikov, V., Shagulyamov, R. Independent Republic of Uzbekistan: Memorable Events and Dates 

(1991–1996). – Tashkent: Sharq, 1997. – 73 p. 

Wenjing, C. (2024). On training at the undergraduate level in pedagogy in Kyrgyz Republic 

and China. Scientific Herald of Uzhhorod University Series Physics(55), 1772-1782, ISSN 

2415-8038, https://doi.org/10.54919/physics/55.2024.177ew2 

Yuldashev, Zh. Education on the Path of Independence. – Tashkent: O‘qituvchi, 1996. – 126 p. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-54509-2_9
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-54509-2_9
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003316114-9
https://doi.org/10.54919/physics/55.2024.177ew2

